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GREENOUGH RIVER SOLAR FARM — PRIVATISATION 

659. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the Premier’s statement during the election — 

“Everyone knows that when you privatise State-owned utilities, power prices go up, and services go down. 

Can the minister confirm that the government’s privatisation of the state-owned Greenough River solar farm in 
my electorate, and other energy assets in the state, will result in prices going up and services going down, or was 
this just electioneering by the Premier? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question, and I hope he is delighted with what we are delivering into his 
area—about 200 construction jobs. All I want from him is a simple thanks; that is all I want. We are delivering 
jobs and expanding the Greenough River solar farm. These are all good things for his local community and the 
Premier made that point, as did the Labor Party, time and again during the election campaign. 

His issue is: why are we having private sector investment into generation assets, when we will not sell the distribution 
assets? I assume that is — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: You promised not to sell any of our assets. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No. Leader of the Opposition! 

Dr M.D. Nahan: It was one of your 200 great initiatives. You promised not to sell any assets. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The Leader of the Opposition is quite incorrect. The commitment by the Labor Party was that 
we would not sell Western Power and we would not sell Fremantle port, and we will not sell Western Power and 
we will not sell Fremantle port. That is quite a different commitment. The Leader of the Opposition can go and 
look at any press statement I put out or any media conference I did with our good friends from — 

Dr M.D. Nahan: The Premier made it clear: only one asset would be sold—TAB; that’s it. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The Leader of the Opposition can look at any press statement I did or any media conference 
I did, and I confirmed that time and again. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: You were going to sell Western Power! 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Of course there is a difference, member for Geraldton. We are not selling Western Power, but 
we are happy for private sector investment and distribution, which is the reverse of the Liberal Party’s position. 
The Liberal Party wanted to sell Western Power but it does not want private sector investment in generation. 
Clearly, they are different. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: That’s not true. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: No. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: It is. This went to its cabinet and it rejected it. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: No. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: A very similar proposal of private sector investment in generation went to the cabinet, but as 
is always the case with this Leader of the Opposition—the political palindrome—when he sat on this side of the 
house, he was unable to convince his cabinet of anything he once stood for. That was always the problem of the 
Leader of the Opposition. He is the man who stands for anything—whatever is required to get him through that 
particular day. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I have warned you twice. I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: When the Leader of the Opposition does that, people work out that he does not stand for a thing. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: The reason the Labor Party split Western Power — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, you have said that five times. I think everyone heard it the first time. 
I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: The reason the Labor Party split Western Power back in the 2000s was to ensure that there was 
private sector investment in generation. What did we get? We got private sector investment in generation. That is 
why we are getting more of that. That is a good outcome for the people of Western Australia. It is a good outcome 
for the balance sheet, which the member for Riverton crippled during his time as Treasurer of this state, and it is 
good for the member for Geraldton, because it will deliver jobs in his local community. 
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